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were peformed in order to stimulate the heavens to produce rain so

the crops would be fertilized was anathema to Judaism because it destroyed
the family The family is precious. Sometimes, in order to preserve

the family, we must take certain stands which are not aiways popular,

but it is only through the family that we can do Teshuva, that we

can come close to G-d. That is why we read in Shmuel, "His Teshuva

came when he came to Rama because there was his house. Their was

his wife. There was his family." May we all feel close to G-d because

we feel close to our family and our children.
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Rampant individualism is the biggest problem that we Jews in America
face today. Rampant individualism is the idea that I, as an individual,
owe nothing to amybody, that I owe all my loyalty, my talents, my
property, and my devotion only to myself This idea that all relationships
are temporary and are subject to how I feel at a particular moment,
even relationships that are 20, 30, 40 yers old, is causing a new
strange phenomena to occur in Jewish history: the phenomena of men
divorcing their wives after being married 30, 40, even 50 years.
No longer is a person's family sancrosanct People turn their back
on their children. They turn their back on their spouse$. They turn
their back on their tradition. Their only loyalty is to themselves,

to that which makes them feel good now.

This is completely counter to everything that Judaism stands for.
Judaism stands for family. What is good for family Judaism upholds,
and what is bad for family Judaism abhors. The measuring stick that
we have always used throughout history is, is it good for the family
or is it bad for the family? If it is good for the family we applaud
and support it, ==§ if it is bad for the family we oppose it and denegrate
it. Nowadays family is not considered a primary value. In fact,

in the American school system we are taught as teenagers to escape
from our family. The family is thought to be a hindrance to self-
development. You can't go home anymore is a common theme of American
literature, but this is not the way we in Judaism look at family.
Family is a source of light and hope for us. It teaches us that life
has more than a selfish purpose, that it has a transcendant purpose.
We do not treat relationships like going into a restaurant, -trying

one menu one day and another menu another day.
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We have just finished the High Holidays. The High Holidays speak

about the fact that we are standing, each of us, before G-d. '"You

are standing today all of you before G-d your G-d." Each of us has

a relationship to G-d, and each of us must make sure that this relationship
is strong. If that relationship is not strong we feel terrible inside.

We feel alienated. We no longer can function as a human being who

is sure of himself and sure of his destiny. That, of course, is one

of the problems of modern man, too. He suffers from existential loneliness.
He is not able to experience life in a meaningful way. That is why

we are told on the High Holidays to 'choose life". We mean by this

the values of life, the values of family, of children because this

is the way that we, in effect, learn how to do Teshuva, how to experience

life in a meaningful way. This is how we learn how to connect ourselves

to G-d.

In fact, the only time that the word "Teshuva" is mentioned in the
. 1N Conpunciion Wit . . Wil
Bible M an individual is wivesseit—seéfewe—to Samuel.

It says, "And his Teshuva was to Rama because there was his house "
We know that Teshuva means '""to turn', to be connected to G-d, to be
connected to the source of being so that your life has purpose and
meaning, so that you feel life is worthwhile. Shmuel, who was a great
judge in Israel, was a circuit rider. He used to dispense justice

in various cities, but he would come home to Rama, Ke Shom Beisov,

neve Hevee)

because_théd was his house so he could do Teshuva. In Zewieh '"Beisov"
does not just mean his "house' but also his 'spouse'. He received

his strength and his inspiration from his spouse, from his family,

from his children so that he could turn to G-d. He could only do

Teshuva if he first re-attached himself to his family.
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Today we have the false notion that the only way a person feels purpose
in life is by developing his talents no matter where they lead him,

by acting selfishly, by acting on all his impulses no matter what

they are, by deserting people who have supported him and helped him

for years. This is not the way a person feels the meaning of life,
according to Judaism. This is not the way a person attaches himself

to the source of being. This is, according to Judaism, the way to

self-destruction.

That's why in Judaism we say that it is not proper for a man not to

be married or for a woman not to be married. We say that a man needs

a woman and a woman needs a man. Originally man was hermaphrodite,
both man and woman, but man was lonely. The rabbis ask, why was he
lonely? They answer because he had no one to give to. Therefore,

G-d split him in two. The word "m““ in Hebrew means not only "rib"
but also "side'". Therefore, man and woman need each other because

they are complimentary parts of the same original Adam, that the way

we feel life's meaning,amd the way we get attached to G-d is by getting
close to each other. A man and a woman have different roles to fulfill.
A man is supposed to support his wife and children, and a wife is
supposed to be willing to have children. It does not mean that a

wife cannot also have a career. It does not mean also that a husband

cannot develop his talents fully, but it means that his primary responsibility
is to support his wife and his children, and the primary responsibility

of the wife is to have children, not like we say today that it is

optional. If you want to have children, it is good. If you do not

want to have children, that is good, too. We say, "Choose life" -

life affirming values. Life affirming values mean children, mean
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the continuation of life, mean hope for the future. It means that

you are part of a chain that goes back 3,000 years and, hopefully,

will go forward until the Mashiach comes, that you are responsible

for not only your life but for the future life of the world, too.
Choose life. Choose the values that famiiy brings to you. Don't
choose betrayal. Don't choose selfishness. Don't choose ego building,
but choose those values which enhance life. Those values all have

to do with the family. "And you do Teshuva by turning back to Rama",
by turning back to your house, by turning back to your spouse, to

your children. There you get your strength.

That is a lesson which is enumerated over and over again in the Torah,
especially in the first Torah portion, Bereshis. We learn how many

times we all fail. Many times we sin. We do things we should not

have done. Adam and Eve sinned. They did not listen to G-d's command,
and they ate the forbidden fruit, and they became estranged from

G-d. G-d had to go looking f&r them saying, "Where are you?" G-d

seeks man even after he sins, but man has to do Teshuva. At the beginning
both Adam and Eve resisted. They both blamed others for their sin

Adam blamed Eve, and Eve blamed the serpent G~d punished them by
telling them that from now on Eve's pain would increase when she bore
children, and man would have to live by the sweat of his brow. Terrible
punishments. A woman's role is to have children,«s®% G-d gave her
pairhin childbirth. It is a man's role to support his wife and children,

but now he was going to have a hard time doing it because the ground

was going to bring forth thistles and briars.

Immediately afterwards, though, in the next sentence it says, "And
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Adam called the name of his wife Chava", which means "life", "because
she was the mother of all humankind.”" The way that Adam and Eve did
Teshuva was to look toward each other. After they sinned, after they
did wrong they knew that they could still make it in the world because
they had each other. They could overcome the impediments of the world
because they had each other. They did not reject each other because
of their defects. At the beginning they blamed each other, but they
saw that this was fruitless. It ended nowhere, but when they became
reconciled to each other, when Adam realized that his wife was the

mother of all life, that she was precious in spite of her faults wetthe~

he
t&n able to do Teshuva.

Eve realized the same thing about Adam, that he was precious in spite
of his faults. It says, "And she got pregnant and she bore Cain,

and she said, 'I have acquired a man with G-d'." In other words,

"I have acquired my husband in spite of his faults. By having children,
by being close to my husband we have overcome our problems and have
been able to do Teshuva."” No man is perfect and no woman is perfect,
but when we work together, when we turn to each other, and when we
strive together we are able to feel life's purpose and meaning and
overcome our own deficiencies. We become better people. G-d showed

His love for Adam and Eve even after they sinned when it says, "And

G-d made for Adam and Eve garments of skins and clothed them.”

G-d loves us even after we sin, but He wants us to do Teshuva, to

repent, to try not to do what we did before. What is the first essential
of Teshuva? To turn to each other. Each spouse should turn to each
other with love and we should realize thatu have the capacity within

':kpselves if ‘:vleqvill fulfill ewr primary roles in this world to overcome
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Hot

ows failures and 2:¥Lfailings, Adam and Eve were able, in spite of
the fact that they were expelled from the Garden of Edenm, in spite

of the fact that they had a difficult time, in spite of the fact that
it is not easy for Adam to make a living for his wife and family,

and in spite of the fact that it is not easy for Eve to have children,
to return to their better nature and to G-d because they first turned

to each other,

Unfortunately, in America today 25% of children live in poverty.
They live in poverty, primarily, because husbands do not want to support
their wives and children. Recently I saw on television how, when
a state enacted a law guaranteeing wages of fathers who did not want
to pay child support and seizing income tax refunds, fathers appeared

) indignantly on television saying, "How dare you do this? This is
my money." Today we hear about many young women who are forced to
take care of 3 and 4 children on incomes of less than $12,000 a year,
who are struggling because men do not want to be men On the other
hand, we hear of cases where women do not want to have children, women
who have everything, who have big incomes. This is not the Jewish
way. This is individualism gone wild. Yes, let women have careers.
Let them be doctors, lawyers, whatever they want to do, but they should
also be willing to have children Yet, let men also develop their
talents, but let them remember that their first responsibility is
to their family. You do not throw out a spouse becauye he or she became
sick. We do not, in Judaism, disparage the family and betray it,
because if we do we will end up miserable, and, what's more, we will
end up with a new form of paganism. Judaism fought paganism because

it denegrated the family. The licentious worship where sexual acts




